
Proud Azusan
Coming from an Azusa family, Alice grew 
up a product of Azusa schools. She is a 
proud Mountain View Wildcat, Slauson 
Junior High Panther, and Gladstone 
High School Gladiator. She then moved 
on to Citrus College before earning her 
B.A. from Cal Poly, Pomona in 1989. Af-
ter that she received her Teaching Cre-
dentials in Elementary Education and in 
Visual Impairment, Blind and Deaf Blind 
and a Masters’ Degree in Technology for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired from Cal 
State LA in 1994. During this time, she 
married (Ben) and started a family. She 
has three beautiful adult children who 
also attended Azusa schools.

Involved Citizen
Alice and her family have always been big 
supporters of the City of Azusa. She and 
her husband owned a business in Azusa. 
How many of you remember “Let’s Go 
to Ben’s Pizza”? She is a long time mem-
ber of St. Frances of Rome Church and 
Deacons Club, has been involved with 
the Azusa Sister City program and their 
youth exchange to Zacatecas, Mexico. 
She has also been involved with the GHS 
Alumni Football, Band, and Show Choir 
Parent Groups. Alice is someone who is a 
go-getter and can get the job done.

Dedicated Employee of 33 years
Alice has been a Jack(ie) of all trades for 
Azusa Unified. She started as the district 
messenger in 1980 and was the first fe-
male to have that job. From there, as 
she attended college, she became an 
instructional assistant (teacher’s aide), 
then a substitute teacher and night 
school teacher at Azusa High School, a 
classroom teacher at Foothill Middle 

and Gladstone H.S. for the Program for 
the Visually Impaired, and finally an itin-
erant teacher of the Visually Impaired for 
the last 28 years. As an itinerant, Alice 
travels to different classrooms and dis-
tricts to see students who need vision 
services. She is great at being able to as-
sist the classroom teacher, the student, 
and the family, understand that there 
are services available to assist people 
with a visual impairment, in the school 
system and in the community. Alice’s 
hope is that she helps to produce an in-
dependent, productive member of so-
ciety who is able to go out and make a 
difference.

Itinerant Teacher of the Visually Im-
paired
There are many parts to being an itiner-
ant teacher, starting with having reliable 
transportation, Braille skills, and the 
ability to be flexible in any situation.  Al-
ice has an understanding demeanor and 
is able to communicate with the class-

room teachers to calm their fears about 
having a low vision student in their class 
and how to best assist the teacher and 
student.  Itinerants drive from school to 
school to see their students, usually one 
at a time or sometimes as a group. Often 
times, there is not a designated space to 
see students, so the learning environ-
ment changes to what the school has 
available at that time. As an itinerant 
teacher,  Alice’s teaching supplies have 
to travel with her so she is very organized 
with her lesson plans. She also receives 
requests from classroom teachers, or 
school staff to create Braille or enlarged 
materials for students; luckily there is 
a wonderful team at the SERC (Special 
Education Resource Center) that can 
produce Braille and enlarged materials 
as well as order large print books when 
Alice is in need of assistance. All of this as 
well as having a designated lesson time 
with the student, can at times be over-
whelming, but Alice takes it all in stride 
and wouldn’t have it any other way.

Active Union Member
Alice has been a Site Representative for 
the SERC for many years. She enjoys be-
ing part of our union and advocating for 
the interest of teachers. You may have 
seen her standing on the street corner 
holding a sign during a rally or showing 
up at a School Board Meeting wearing 
her AEA shirt. Alice has held other po-
sitions in our union like Elections Chair 
and being on the Teacher of the Year 
Committee. Alice is always willing to 
help in any capacity. Ultimately, Alice 
strives to make a difference in the lives 
of her students and their families by be-
ing a constant source of education, infor-
mation, and compassion.
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Announcements and Accolades

Azusa High
Lindsei Seabrooks, a SpEd 
Instructional Aide at Azusa 
High School, gave birth to her 
second child: a baby girl, Bex-
lei Xyleena, born April 4, 2019 
weighing in at a healthy 8lbs 
3oz, 21in. Congrats to Mom, 
Dad and Big Brother Rieleigh 
(Powell Panther student).

Dalton
Several fellow teachers and 
family are becoming more ac-
tive on the weekends by par-
ticipating in running events 
around Southern California.

December 8–9 was theHol-
iday 5k event ran by Hector 
Miranda (Hodge), Julie Eu-

banks (Dalton), Denise and 
Don Murphy (Hodge), and 
Anthony Contreras (Center).  
The next day, Hector, Julie, 
Denise, and Don enjoyed the 
scenic views of the Fairplex 
and Bonelli Park in the Hol-
iday Half Marathon. These 
four also toured the streets 
of LA in the Los Angeles Mar-
athon on March 24, 2019 for 
their very first marathon. 
 
District Office
Julie McGough, Elementary 
Math TOSA, was a presenter 
at the 11th Annual UCLA Math-
ematics Center for Math and 
Teaching Conference. Julie’s 
session, “Playing to Learn 
Fractions: Developing Under-
standing 1st–5th,” presented 
conference participants with 

tools and resources that Julie 
uses when facilitating AUSD 
teacher professional learning.
Teachers experienced hands-
on activities they can do 
with their students to help 
them develop number sense 
of fractions.

Slauson
On March 4, 2019, SSA Chanel 
Garcia at Slauson Middle 
School gave birth to a beau-
tiful baby girl! The proud 
grandmother is Yvonne Muril-
lo, Secretary at the SERC.
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Congratulations to Cathy Hendrix, 
AUSD’s 2019 Teacher of the Year!
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The Journey of Teaching
Written by: Linda McNary

The path to teaching has been a long one for Nevin Ibrahim. Originally 
from Egypt, Nevin came to the United States in 2003 with her daughter 
and husband. Before this, she graduated from Tanta University School of 
Medicine in Egypt in 1991 and worked as a pediatrician for 13 years. She also 
completed a master’s degree in public health in 2001. When she came to the 
United States, Nevin decided that she wanted her family to be her number 
one priority, especially her daughter, who was six years old at the time. As 
a result, she made the decision to stop practicing medicine. But she knew 
she wanted a career that still allowed her to help others and to mentor them. 

It was this that inspired her to pursue a career as a teacher while staying 
close to the medical field. Nevin first started teaching in 2004, as an 
instructor for the Medical Assistant and Pharmacy Technician programs 
at an adult school. Since then, she has also taught at the high school level, 
as an instructor for the Health Careers and Education and Clinical Medical 
Assistant programs. She is credentialed as a CTE instructor in Health Science 
and Medical Technology. She has been at the Azusa Adult Education Center 
for the past year, teaching the Health Unit Coordinator and Medical Billing 
and Coding classes. In these classes, Nevin is able to share with her students 
her passion for teaching and for medicine, sparking their interest in the 
different careers in the medical field. She considers her experience at the 
Azusa Adult Education Center to be the highlight of her career and states that 
she is very fortunate to work alongside so many amazing people each day. 

When asked, Nevin says that becoming a teacher was one of the best 
decisions that she has made. “One of the best feelings for me is watching 
my students reach their maximum potential and pursue their career goals. 
It is very rewarding to be part of their journey towards success in life.”

The California State Athletic Directors Association (CSADA) honored 
Azusa High School Athletic Director, Sandy Gahring, at the 51st 
Annual State Athletic Directors Conference in San Diego on April 
6th. Sandy received the Sue Kamiyama Award, one of the most 
prestigious awards a California Athletic Director can receive. Sandy 
is very active within the State serving on the Foothill Citrus Athletic 
Directors Association, CSADA, CIF-Southern Section, and CIF State 
Boards. 

Sandy recently earned her Certified Athletic Administrators (CAA) 
title. This title represents her continued growth and high level of 
competency accomplished through continuing education and 
passing a very difficult CAA exam. Sandy brings a great deal of 
notoriety to her school, District, area, and section through her 
services and accomplishments.

Jorge Ronquillo is AUSD’s new Assistant 
Superintendent of Human Resources. 
Joining us from Basset Unified School 
District, Jorge brings experience in hu-
man resources, education and local pol-
itics. We sat down for a Q & A with Jorge 
to get to know more about him and his 
journey to AUSD.

What is your favorite thing to do in 
your spare time?
I love spending time with family, eating 
and being active playing sports. Golf 

is my new thing lately. I used to do Tri-
athlons. I’ve done Triathlon springs and 
Olympic races. I loved it but it is difficult 
to find the training time now with work 
and family.

What is something people would not 
guess about you?
I like having a good time, I am not always 
serious, and I can be kind of a practical 
joker.

Do you have any special skills or 
secret talents?
I enjoy baking! My favorite thing to bake 
with my kids is pineapple upside down 
cake.

Tell us about your family.
I have been married for 14 years, 8 
months. We have two kids: an 8-year-old 
who is very loving and a 5-year-old who 
has a great sense of humor.  We live in 
West Covina—it is important for me to be 
close to home.  One of the main things I 
try to instill in my children is to be respect-
ful and honorable in all of the things they 
do. Those are important values in our 
family. The advice I give to my daughters 
is: in a world full of trends, be a classic.  

What is your favorite movie in gen-
eral and what is your favorite classic 
Disney movie?
I love the Bourne movies and Aladdin is 
my favorite Disney classic.

What do you want to be when you 
grow up?
Happily retired!

How did you end up in HR and in Edu-
cation?
My whole life has been by accident. I got 
into Education first as a sub in the Ha-
cienda La Puente district where I grew 
up. At the same time, I started working 
on political campaigns. When my 12th-
grade government teacher left, I took her 
position at the high school I attended 
when I was a kid. When I became an ad-
ministrator, I realized the crux of running 
effective schools is being able to interact, 
follow rules, follow contracts and give 
people feedback that’s honorable and 
meaningful. Eventually, I took the posi-
tion at Basset and went into HR. It was a 
learning experience. I’ve realized it is im-
portant to be attentive to the leadership 
I surround myself with; one of the draws 
to AUSD was the great leadership.

Have you ever wondered where you get your textbooks or 
instructional material from? Ever wonder who orders them, 
sorts them, packs them and ships them out to your site so 
that they get distributed to students on time?

This person is Laurie Wray. 

Laurie has worked for Azusa Unified for over 25 years in 
the Education Services Department, particularly in the 
Curriculum Center. One of her jobs is making sure all our 
students have what they need to be prepared and successful 
in their classrooms. Laurie also serves on the Executive 
Board for the Classified Union, CSEA Azusa Chapter 299. She 
currently serves as the chapter’s 2nd Vice President, Chief 
Union Steward and is a member of the Negotiations Team.  

She always supports classified members in times of need, 
whether it be giving sound advice to someone or just sitting 
in on a meeting to show her support. She is one of many 
strong voices for our Union. She is very dependable, a great 
listener and friend to many. 

Laurie and her husband are longtime residents of Azusa. 
She and both of her daughters attended AUSD schools. One 
of them formerly taught at Azusa High School. She also 
volunteers her time with charities and events throughout 
the city of Azusa. 

Thank you, Laurie, for your dedication and continued 
support to AUSD Employees and all our students.
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